Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 AMMAN 05334 140708Z 
16 

ACTION NEA- 16 

INFO OCT-01 IO-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-11 

L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 OMB-01 SAM-01 SAJ-01 SR-02 ORM-03 DRC-01 /115W 

015455 

R 140630Z SEP 74 
FM AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2416 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMECONSUL IERUSALEM 
USMISSION USUN NY 
USMISSION GENEVA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE AMMAN 5334 

GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, UN, XF 

SUB J : PRESS STATEMENTS ON PALESTINIAN ITEM AT 29TH UNGA BY 

JORDANIAN PREMIER AND BY ROYAL CONSELLOR FOR INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS 

SUMMARY: IN SEPARATE PRESS INTERVIEWS, JORDANIAN PREMIER ZAYD 
RIFAI AND ROYAL COUNSELLOR FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS ABD AL- 
MUNI’M RIFAI STATE THAT INCLUSION OF PALESTINIAN ISSUE ON UNGA 
AGENDA IS NOT RELATED TO QUESTIONS OF 1) WHO REPRESENTS PALES- 
TINIAN PEOPLE ON WEST BANK, AND 2) DISENGAGEMENT. BOTH STRESS 
NECESSITY OF PRE-UNGA AND PRE-GENEVA ARAB COORDINATION. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. IN SEPARATE INTERVIEWS SEPT 12 WITH LEBANESE WEEKLY AL- 
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HAWADITH, JORDANIAN PM ZAYD RIFAI AND ROYAL COUNSELLOR FOR IN- 
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TERNATIONAL AFFAIRS ABD AL-MUNIM RIFAI DISCUSS QUESTION OF 
INCLUDING PALESTINIAN ISSUE AS SEPARATE ITEM ON 29TH UNGA 
AGENDA. IORDANIAN SEMI-OFFICIAL DAILIES GIVE HEADLINE COVER- 
AGE TO STATEMENTS. 

2. IN HIS INTERVIEW, PM RIFAI FIRST REVIEWS OFT-STATED GOI 
POSITION TOWARD WEST BANK AND RETURN TO IORDANIAN CONTROL: 

JORDAN STANDS READY TO ACCEPT WILL OF PALESTINIANS RE UNIFIC- 
ATION, FEDERATION, OR INDEPENDENCE, WITH PLEBISCITE INTERNA- 
TIONALLY-SUPERVISED REFERENDUM TO BE JUDGE. IN ADDITION, RIFAI 
RE-AFFIRMS NECESSITY OF ISRAELI PULLBACK FROM JORDAN RIVER 
PRIOR TO GENEVA. RIFAI NOTES THAT SHOULD ANY DISENGAGEMENT AGR- 
EEMENT BE REACHED, JORDAN WILL NOT IMPLEMENT IT WITHOUT OFFICIAL 
REQUEST BY ARAB BROTHERS. SUCH A REQUEST REQUIRES COORDINATION 
AMONG ARAB STATES, AND FOR THAT REASON IT IS "NECESSARY" FOR PLO 
TO PARTICIPATE IN GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

3. TURNING TO THE 29TH UNGA, PM RIFAI STATES THAT JORDAN'S 
CONSENT IN RECENT ARAB LEAGUE COUNCIL MEETING TO HAVE 
PALESTINE ISSUE INSERTED AS INDEPENDENT ITEM ON UNGA AGENDA 
HAS NO RELATION AT ALL TO SUBJECT OF REPRESENTATION OF 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. RIFAI NOTES THAT OTHER DELEGATES AT ARAB 
LEAGUE MEETING, INCLUDING THOSE OF PLO, AGREED WITH THIS DIS- 
TINCTION, SINCE GOJ POSITION RE PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION 
WELL-KNOWN. PM CLAIMS THAT INSERTATION OF PALESTINIAN ISSUE 

AT UNGA WILL NOT ADVANCE OR DELAY CHANCES FOR DISENGAGEMENT, 

AND RE-STATES GOJ POSITION ON PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATION: IF 
ARAB BROTHERS UNANIMOUSLY DECIDE THAT PLO RESPONSIBLE FOR OCCUPIED 
LANDS IN CAPACITY AS SOLE REPRESENTATIVE OF PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE, JORDAN WILL CONSIDER HERSELF RELIEVED OF WEST BANK 
RESPONSIBILITY. BUT GOJ AGREEMENT TO INCLUDE PALESTINIAN ITEM 
AT UNGA HAS NO EFFECT ON THIS POSITION. 

4. IN SEPARATE INTERVIEW, ROYAL COUNSELLOR FOR INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS RIFAI EXPRESSES "CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM" ON UNGA PALESTINIAN 
ITEM. ARABS MUST BE CAREFUL TO DEFINE WHAT THEY ARE SEEKING 
BY PLACING ITEM ON UNGA AGENDA, SINCE, FOR EXAMPLE, THERE IS 

NO RELATION BETWEEN AGENDA ITEM AND DISENGAGEMENT ON JORDANIAN 
FRONT. PROBLEM OF DISENGAGEMENT IS EMBODIED IN SC RES 242, 

WHICH STANDS AS CONTINUING DEMAND FOR ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. IT IS 
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CRUCIALLY IMPORTANT, THEREFORE, SAYS RIFAI, FOR ARABS TO 
DETERMINE EXACTLY WHAT THEY ARE SEEKING BY PLACING PALESTINIAN 
ISSUE BEFORE UN IN THIS MANNER, SINCE EFFORT COULD OTHERWISE 
RESULT IN PUBLICLY EXPOSING ARAB FEUDS, TO NO APPARENT END. 

RIFAI HIMSELF DOES NOT ATTEMPT TO PROVIDE HIS OWN RATIONALE FOR 
INCLUDING ITEM AT UNGA, BUT INSTEAD CONCLUDES INTERVIEW BY 
FURTHER EXHORTING ARAB BROTHERS TO COORDINATE EFFORTS PRIOR TO 
BOTH UNGA AND GENEVA IN ORDER THAT PUBLIC AIRING OF PALESTINIAN 
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ISSUE DOES NOT HAVE OPPOSITE EFFECT OF WEAKENING ARAB STAND. 
PICKERING 
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